Ronald C. White, Jr.

Ronald C. White, Jr. is the author of eight books including A Lincoln: A Biography, to be published by Random House on January 13, 2009.  James M. McPherson, Pulitzer Prize winning author of The Battle Cry of Freedom: The Civil War Era, has written, “Ronald C. White’s A. Lincoln is the best biography of Lincoln since David Donald’s Lincoln (1995).”  It will be the Main Selection of the History Book Club for January 2009.  

White is also the author of The Eloquent President: A Portrait of Lincoln Through His Words (Random House, 2005).  The Book-of-the-Month Club said “this is a book unlike any other you have read on our 16th president.”  The Eloquent President has been on the Los Angeles Times bestselling list.  The History Book Club selected The Eloquent President as its Main Selection for March 2005.  It was also a selection of the Quality Paperback Book Club.  Michael Kempner, President and CEO of MWW Group Public Relations, in The Wall Street Journal for November 25-26, 2006, selected The Eloquent President as #3 in a list of the five “ultimate books on public relations.”

White is also the author of Lincoln’s Greatest Speech: The Second Inaugural (Simon and Schuster, 2002).  The New York Times featured the book in its Sunday Book Review on February 10, 2002, and honored the book as a New York Times Notable Book of 2002.  The book was on the best-seller list of the Washington Post and the San Francisco Chronicle.  Lincoln’s Greatest Speech was published as Touchstone Paperback (Simon & Schuster, February, 2003.)  

Dr. White has lectured at the White House.  He was interviewed on the News Hour with Jim Lehrer.  His lectures at the Library of Congress (March 16, 2002), at the Lincoln Forum at Gettysburg (November 17, 2002), and at the dedication of the Lincoln statue in Richmond (April 5, 2003 have been broadcast on C-Span.  His Op-Ed pieces have appeared in the New York Times, Washington Post, Los Angeles Times, and The Christian Science Monitor.


Born in Minneapolis, Minnesota, White grew up in Salinas and Glendale, California.  He was educated at Northwestern University, UCLA ( B.A. [Honors], 1961), Princeton Theological Seminary (M.Div., 1964), and Princeton University (Ph.D., 1972).  He studied at Lincoln Theological College in England (1966-67) as a World Council of Churches Scholar.  

He is a Fellow at the Huntington Library in San Marino, California.  He is also Professor of American Religious History Emeritus at San Francisco Theological Seminary and a Visiting Professor of History at UCLA.  He has taught at UCLA, Princeton Theological Seminary, Whitworth University, Colorado College, Fuller Seminary, and Rider University.  

He is married to Cynthia C. White, who is an Associate Dean at the University of Southern California.  They live in La Cañada, California.
